“Principals of War: St. Nazaire, 1942”
Mr.Meetze

WWII

(Practice Assignment)
     “Destroy the Normandie Dock”  

(50pts)

March 28, 1942

You are Lieutenant Colonel A.C. Newman leader of the British Assault Commandoes.  You and your men must stop the enormous German Battleships the Bismarck and Tirpitz from reeking havoc on the British Sea Lanes.  The only way to do so is to knock out the only German controlled port capable of refueling and re-supplying such enormous vessels, St. Nazaire.  

Before you continue remember the following:
British Forces:

 
-250 Special Forces Demolition experts divided into to team’s #1-6, 9-12.


 Each squad has access to Thompson Sub-Machineguns, Bren Lt. Machine Guns, 


and the .303 Lee Enfield Rifle.


-2 Destroyers HMS Atherstone and HMS Tynedale for escort duty.  In addition 


the HMS Sturgeon is a submarine for ‘Recon’ duty.


-14 Fairemile motor launchers/gunboats armed with either a 47mm main gun or 


20mm canon in addition to .303 caliber machine guns.  Each boat can carry 25 


men.


- ‘Yank #1’ & ‘Yank 2’, aged American Lend-Lease Destroyers both outfitted for 

  
separate tasks.  ‘Yank #1’ stripped of all projectile weapons, loaded with 4.25 


tons of explosives to destroy the Normandie Dock.  ‘Yank #2’ outfitted with 8 


20mm Canons and the heavy 75mm gun provide excellent cover fire.
YOU HAVE NO AIR SUPPORT OR AIRBORNE TROOPS!!!

Use the Map to find the following German Defenses…(good time to neatly high-light)


- 4 Searchlights


- Sperrbrecher (German Harbor Defense Ship)


- 15 Anti-Aircraft Flak Guns


- Key Access Bridges


- U-Boat Storage Pens


- Power Station


- Underground Fuel Tanks


- The Avant Port, Old Mole, and the Old Entrance
ALL THE LIGHT BLUE ON THE MAP IS WATER!!!!

German Forces:

- Several Army Battalions in Reserve.  (25 minutes to mobilize)

- Numerous Sailors armed with small arms.

Geographic Setting:


- Very strong currents allow for three possible ports of disembarkation.


   #1 Southern stretch of beaches within the Avant Port


   #2 Landing slipway at the Old Mole


   #3 Lower quay located at the Old Entrance.
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Task: Complete the Primary Object and as many additional Secondary Objectives as possible.  (HINT: Some Secondary Objectives Need to Be Complete Before You Attempt the Primary Objective)  You may or may not choose the following course of actions.

#1 Avant Port Plan- Shallow Water, Easy to land the 14 Fairemile motor 


Launchers/gunboats and disembark Special Forces.  


#2 Old Mole / Old Entrance Plan- Split forces in to two groups with two 


landing ports decrease objective time.


# 3 Two Yank Destroyers- ‘Yank #1’ ram the Normandie Dock, ‘Yank #2’ land troops and provide cover fire.

#4 Your Own Plan-
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
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*
*


Each group of students will be required to type a ¾ to 1 page, single spaced, and 12 point font, Times New Roman style battle plan. (Do Not Shrink the Margins!!!!) Failure to follow the above guidelines in any fashion will result in the loss of 50% of the total grade. 


In your paper you will address all Nine Principals of war in outline form.

1. Mass-








(40 points)
2. Objective-

3. Offensive-

4. Maneuver-

5. Unity of Command-

6. Security-

7. Simplicity-

8. Surprise-

9. Economy of Force-
Next with depth, completely describe and explain your battle plan in paragraph form. 











(40points)

You will be also given 1 Final Copy Map for your group.  Clearly, Colorfully, and Neatly using pen and or makers label the map and draw in the alignment of your forces for your plan.









 (20points)
